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CITY OF RANCHO CUCAMONGA 
 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 
 

To: Distribution List Date: November 12, 2009 
 
Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Rancho Cucamonga 

General Plan Update Project 
 
Lead Agency: 
 
CITY OF RANCHO CUCAMONGA 
Planning Department 
10500 Civic Center Drive  
Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730 
(909) 477-2750 
(909) 477-2847 FAX 
Contact: Corkran W. Nicholson, Assistant Planning 

Director 
Email:     Corky.Nicholson@cityofrc.us 

Consulting Firm Preparing the Draft EIR: 
 
BonTerra Consulting 
151 Kalmus Drive, Suite E-200  
Costa Mesa, California 92626 
(714) 444-9199 
 
Contact: Jennifer Marks, Project Manager 

 
The CITY OF RANCHO CUCAMONGA will be the Lead Agency and is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) for the project identified below. The EIR will be prepared to evaluate the potential environmental 
impacts associated with the Rancho Cucamonga General Plan Update project. The EIR will be prepared in 
conformance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code [PRC] §21000 
et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations [CCR], Chapter 3, §15000 et 
seq.). We are requesting comments as to the scope and content of the environmental information that should be 
included in the EIR. If you represent a government agency, we are particularly interested in information germane 
to your statutory responsibilities. If you are a government agency, you may need to use the EIR prepared by our 
agency when considering your permit or other approval for the project. 
 
This Notice of Preparation contains a brief project description and identifies the environmental issues to be 
examined in the EIR. A copy of the Initial Study (  is  ⌧ is not) attached. 

 
Please send your response to Mr. Corkran W. Nicholson, at the address shown above. Please include the 
name, phone number, and address of a contact person in your response. 
 
Project Title:  Rancho Cucamonga General Plan Update 

Project Applicant: CITY OF RANCHO CUCAMONGA 
Planning Department 

 10500 Civic Center Drive  
 Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730 

(909) 477-2750 
 
Project Location: The City of Rancho Cucamonga is located in the Inland Empire in southwestern San 

Bernardino County, California. The City is surrounded by developed municipalities to the 
west, south and east, including the Cities of Upland, Ontario, and Fontana and a large 
area of unincorporated San Bernardino County to the east. The northernmost portion of 
the City’s Sphere of Influence is adjacent to the San Bernardino National Forest. The 

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible 
date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.  
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project location is shown on Exhibit 1, Project Location, and an aerial image of the City is 
shown on Exhibit 2, Aerial Photograph.  
 
Interstate and regional access to the City is provided by Interstate 15 (I-15), which runs in 
a general north-south direction and bisects the eastern portion of the City, and by State 
Route 210 (SR-210), an east-west freeway which runs through the center of the City. The 
Interstate 10 (I-10) freeway also provides regional access and is located approximately 
0.75 mile south of the City boundary. 

 
Project Description:  Each city and county in California must prepare a comprehensive, long-term general plan 

to guide its future. California state law requires each city and county to adopt a general 
plan “for the physical development of the county or city, and any land outside its 
boundaries which bears relation to its planning” (California Government Code, §65300). 
A general plan expresses the community’s development goals and embodies public 
policies relative to the distribution of future land uses, both public and private. The 
Rancho Cucamonga General Plan Update proposes to establish the overall development 
capacity for the City and its Sphere of Influence and will serve as a long-range policy 
document for determining the appropriate look, feel, and experience of the City. 

 
The proposed General Plan Update will address six of the seven State-mandated 
General Plan elements and other issues that are important to the community. The 
proposed General Plan Update contains the following elements (referred to as 
“Chapters”):  

 
Managing Land Use, Community Design, Historic Resources, and Public Art 
Community Mobility 
Economic Development 
Community Services 
Resource Conservation 
Public Facilities and Infrastructure 
Public Health and Safety 

 
Summaries of the content and purpose of each of the chapters are provided below. The 
City is currently updating its General Plan Housing Element; however, this update is 
independent of this General Plan Update process. 
 

Managing Land Use, Community Design, Historic Resources, and Public Art 
 

The Managing Land Use, Community Design, Historic Resources, and Public Art Chapter defines the distribution 
and location of land uses to achieve economic efficiency, balance of aesthetic appeal and functionality, and 
preservation of historical resources in an effort to enhance the overall quality of community life.  

 
The General Plan Update identifies 21 land use designations that are divided into nine categories, including 
residential, commercial, mixed-use, industrial, public facilities, schools, parks, open space and conservation, and 
vacant lands. The land use designations are shown on Exhibit 3, Draft General Plan Land Uses. 

 
Residential Designations 

 
Six residential land use designations allow for a variety of densities, including preservation of existing 
neighborhoods and creation of opportunities for new housing types. While these designations primarily allow for 
residential development, other allowable land uses include parks, trails, special residential uses addressed by 
State law, child care facilities, schools, and places of religious assembly. Proposed residential density ranges are 
as follows: 
 

 
• Very Low Residential (0.10–2.0 dwelling units per acre); 
• Low Residential (2.0–4.0 dwelling units per acre); 
• Low Medium Residential (4.0–8.0 dwelling units per acre); 
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Aerial Photograph
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Draft General Plan Land Use Plan Exhibit 3
Rancho Cucamonga General Plan Update NOP
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• Medium Residential (8.0–14.0 dwelling units per acre); 
• Medium High Residential (14.0–24.0 dwelling units per acre); and 
• High Residential (24.0–30.0 dwelling units per acre). 

 
Commercial Designations 

 
Four commercial designations establish opportunities for varied commercial business enterprises to serve local 
residents and visitors. Commercial densities are expressed as a probable range of floor area ratio, or FAR1, and 
include: 

 
• Office (0.4-1.0 FAR); 
• Neighborhood Commercial (0.25-0.35 FAR); 
• General Commercial (0.25-0.35 FAR); and 
• Community Commercial (0.25-0.35 FAR). 

 
Mixed-Use Designation 

 
The Mixed-Use designation allows for opportunities for intensely developed districts to combine complementary 
commercial, office, residential, commercial recreation, and community uses in areas with easy access to transit. 
In combination with a number of criteria outlined in the proposed General Plan Update, the Mixed-Use 
designation allows for a density range of 8.0 to 30.0 dwelling units per acre. The proposed General Plan Update 
identifies special development requirements for the following development areas: 

 
• Regional Center 
• Terra Vista Town Center (northeast corner of Haven Avenue and Foothill Boulevard) 
• Rancho Cucamonga Town Square (southwest corner of Haven Avenue and Foothill Boulevard); 
• Terra Vista along Milliken Avenue and Foothill Boulevard; 
• Foothill Boulevard (north side) between Hermosa Avenue and Center Avenue; 
• Foothill Boulevard (north side) at Archibald Avenue and Hellman Avenue; 
• Foothill Boulevard between Helms Avenue, Hampshire Street, and Malachite Avenue; 
• Foothill Boulevard at Church Street and Mayten Avenue; 
• Sub-Area 18 Industrial Area Specific Plan (Empire Lakes) bound by 4th Street, Milliken Avenue, railroad 

track, and Utica Street; 
• Foothill Boulevard along the Deer Creek Channel; 
• Church Avenue (south side) between Center and Haven Avenue; 
• Western Gateway (Bear Gulch Area); 
• Foothill Boulevard-Cucamonga Channel Site (near northwest corner of Foothill Boulevard and Vineyard 

Avenue; and 
• Historic Alta Loma (Amethyst Site). 

 
Industrial Designations 

 
The proposed General Plan Update establishes three industrial designations to allow for a variety of diverse 
industrial employment opportunities throughout the City. Industrial densities, expressed as a probable range of 
FAR, for each of the industrial designations are: 

 
• Industrial Park (0.40-0.60 FAR); 
• General Industrial (0.50-0.60 FAR); and 
• Heavy Industrial (0.40-0.50 FAR). 

 
 

                                                      
1 Floor Area Ratio is the ratio of gross floor area of all buildings (not including parking structures) permitted on a site divided by 
the total net area of the site, expressed in decimals to one or two places. For example, on a site with 10,000 net square feet of 
land area, a Floor Area Ratio of 1.5 would allow 15,000 square feet of floor area. 
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Open Space and Public Facility Designations 
 

The Open Space and Public Facility Designations, including a conservation designation that identifies areas for 
preservation, an open space designation that allows for limited development, and four public facility designations 
that allow for land uses that are operated for public benefit. The density range is expressed as a probable range 
of FAR and are as follows: 

 
• Hillside Residential (0.10–2.0 dwelling units per acre); 
• Conservation (no development); 
• Open Space (0–0.10 dwelling units per acre); 
• Public Facilities—Flood Control/Utility Corridor (no development); 
• Public Facilities—Civic/Regional (0.40-1.0 FAR); 
• Public Facilities—Schools (0.10-0.20 FAR); and 
• Public Facilities—Parks.  

 
Land Use Overlays 
 
In addition to land use designations, the proposed General Plan Update identifies five overlay zones to allow for 
additional flexibility in land development within specific areas of the City. Overlay zones are intended to provide 
customized development standards to support the overall goals of the City. These overlay zones are as follows: 

 
• Haven Avenue Office Overlay; 
• Hillside Overlay; 
• Senior Housing Overlay; 
• Equestrian/Rural Area Overlay; and 
• Master Plan Overlay. 

 
General Plan Buildout  

 
The Managing Land Use, Community Design, and Historic Resources Chapter also establishes a build-out 
summary for the City, as shown in the table below, based on the proposed Land Use Plan (refer to Exhibit 3). 

 

 
Baseline: 2009 General Plan Build Out: 2030 

Change 
Percent 
Change City SOI Total City SOI Total 

Dwelling Units 55,608 91 55,669 62,204 946 63,150 7,450 13.4
Population 179,200 300 179,500 200,400 3,000 203,400 23,900 13.3
Non-Residential 
Square Feet 80,030,100 0 80,030,100 99,797,700 0 99,797,700 19,767,600 24.7

Employment 77,350 0 77,350 103,040 0 103,040 25,690 33.2
SOI: Sphere of Influence 
Source: Hogle Ireland 2009 

 
Community Mobility  

 
The updated Community Mobility Chapter addresses the need for transportation planning to enhance and support 
planned growth within the City and its sphere of influence. This Chapter addresses both conventional 
transportation issues related to vehicular use of the local roadway network as well as integration of alternative 
transportation methods such as mass transit, bicycle and pedestrian networks, and equestrian and hiking trails. 
This Chapter contains goals and policies that support development of a balanced, citywide circulation system that 
accommodates all users and all transportation modes.  

 
Economic Development 

 
The Economic Development Chapter sets forth a plan for continued City development in a manner that capitalizes 
on the City’s economically diverse, relatively affluent, and well-educated community. This Chapter identifies 
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commercial and industrial infill and revitalization opportunities within the City with the goal of attracting 
professional and “green” technology employers to continue its economic expansion and diversification. As part of 
this Chapter, the following key economic development issues are identified and discussed: 

 
• Diverse and Multi-Focused Local Economy; 
• Knowledge-Based Businesses; 
• Retail Expansion;  
• Industrial Retention; and 
• Quality of Life. 

 
Community Services 

 
The updated Community Services Chapter is organized into four sections: Parks and Special Use Facilities, 
Hiking and Riding Trails, Community Services Programs, and Healthy Lifestyles. Rancho Cucamonga is a City of 
communities with high-quality park facilities, extensive hiking and riding trails, and comprehensive community 
service programs. The Community Services Chapter identifies the anticipated need for community services based 
on the anticipated growth patterns of the City and establishes goals and policies to support the continuation of 
community services which promote the well being of the City’s population.  
 
Resource Conservation 

 
The Resource Conservation Chapter guides the preservation, protection, conservation, re-use, replenishment, 
and efficient use of Rancho Cucamonga’s limited natural resources including water, open space, minerals, 
agricultural lands, and solar energy. The Chapter is divided into six sections that address Open Space 
Resources, Water Resources, Energy Resources, Green Buildings, Mineral Resources, and Wildlife Resources. 
This Chapter identifies strategies for maintaining the City’s resources through a series of goals and policies aimed 
at preserving existing resources. 

 
Public Facilities and Infrastructure 

 
The Public Facilities and Infrastructure Chapter addresses the needs for infrastructure and public facilities to 
support future growth in the City and its Sphere of Influence and to maintain and enhance its quality of life. 
Specifically, this Chapter focuses on the provision of high-quality public facilities, support for educational 
opportunities, and maintenance and expansion of public infrastructure to meet the planned growth. This Chapter 
is divided into the following key areas of discussion: 

 
• Public Facilities; 
• Schools and Educational Facilities; 
• Libraries; 
• Animal Care and Services; and 
• Infrastructure. 

 
Public Health and Safety 
 
The Public Health and Safety Chapter provides a proactive approach to public health and safety issues. 
Specifically, it identifies potential known hazards (e.g., seismic and geologic hazards, hazardous materials, and 
flood hazards, among others) and provides methods for mitigating hazards through the planning process. In 
addition to the more common hazards to public health and safety, this Chapter addresses the need to maintain a 
safe environment by promoting sustainable living and decreasing impacts related to global climate change by 
establishing goals and policies directed at encouraging programs such as renewable energy use, transit-oriented 
development, recycling, and green building. This Chapter is divided into the following key areas of discussion: 
 

• Fire and Emergency Services; 
• Crime Prevention; 
• Seismic and Geologic Hazards; 
• Flood Hazards and Inundation; 
• Wind Hazards; 



NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
City of Rancho Cucamonga 

 

 
6

• Air Quality, Atmosphere, and Climate; and 
• Noise. 

 
Alternatives to the Proposed Project 

 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(a) requires that, “an EIR describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the 
Project, or to the location of the Project, which would feasibly attain most of the basic objectives of the Project but 
would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the Project, and evaluate the comparative 
merits of the alternatives”. The range of alternatives to be addressed for the Project will include alternatives that 
are specifically required (i.e., No Project; No Action/No Development) by CEQA as well as additional General 
Plan land use alternatives. 

 
Public Involvement 
In preparing the proposed Rancho Cucamonga General Plan Update, the City conducted an extensive 
community involvement process. As part of this process, the City created the General Plan Advisory Committee 
(GPAC) with community members and City department liaisons. The GPAC conducted seven interactive 
workshops and an extensive Visioneering process that helped to define community issues. All GPAC meetings 
were open to the public. A set of Guiding Principles were established by the GPAC and vetted by the community 
through a series of 45 workshops known as the “Spirit of Rancho Cucamonga Road Show” with more than 600 
participants. Those principles were formally adopted by the City Council. 
 
Other opportunities for public input included a General Plan Workshop held on Saturday, May 16, 2009, Policy 
Discussion Forums held in July and August 2009, a General Plan Website which continues to offer current 
information and instructions on how to submit comments, an informal survey tool called Visioneering with more 
than 750 responses, more than 40 stakeholder interviews and focus groups, and a random dial telephone survey 
of over 400 City residents. 
 
Potential Environmental Effects 
The City has determined that the update to the General Plan may have potentially significant impacts on the 
environment and has elected to prepare a Program EIR pursuant to CEQA to address these impacts. Using the 
City of Rancho Cucamonga Environmental Checklist as a guide, at least one impact area has been identified as 
having a “Potential Significant Impact” in the following environmental topics, and will be addressed in the Program 
EIR: 

 Aesthetics     Agricultural Resources 

Air Quality     Biological Resources 

Climate Change     Cultural Resources 

Geology and Soils    Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Hydrology and Water Quality   Land Use and Planning  

Mineral Resources    Noise 

Population and Housing    Public Services  

Recreation     Transportation/Circulation 

Utility and Service Systems 

The Program EIR will address project impacts on each of these environmental topics in addition to cumulative 
and direct and indirect growth-inducing impacts.  

The scope of the environmental analysis for the proposed General Plan Update project is subject to comments 
from agencies and the public. This Notice of Preparation will remain in effect for a 30-day public review period per 
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PRC, Section 21080.4 and CEQA Guidelines, Section 15082. Public agencies, interested organizations, and 
individuals have the opportunity to comment on and identify those environmental issues that have the potential to 
be affected by the project and should be addressed further by the City of Rancho Cucamonga in the Program 
EIR.

Public Review Period of the Notice of Preparation  
November 16, 2009–December 15, 2009 

Public Scoping Meeting 

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines, Section 21083.9, a public scoping meeting regarding the project is 
required. The City of Rancho Cucamonga has scheduled a public scoping meeting at the date, time, and place 
shown below. The purpose of the scoping meeting is to obtain input regarding the environmental impacts that will 
be addressed in the Program EIR. You are invited to attend. Should you have any questions regarding this public 
scoping meeting, contact Mr. Nicholson, Assistant Planning Director (see page 1). 

 :noitacoL :emiT :etaD
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Tri-Communities Room 
10500 Civic Center Drive 
Rancho Cucamonga, California 91730 

Date: November 12, 2009 Signature:  

 rotceriD gninnalP :eltiT  






















































