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Did You Know?Did You Know?  
 70% of the total water used at a single family residence is from landscaping. 

 

 Cucamonga Valley Water District (CVWD) offers a rebate for customers who install artificial turf and low water 
use plant installations. Fore more information, contact the Cucamonga Valley Water District by logging on to 
www.cvwdwater.com 

 

Q & A (Related to new codes and construction projects)Q & A (Related to new codes and construction projects)  
 If a project is submitted for plan check prior to January 4, 2008, and the project does not have a permit yet, 

what codes are applicable to the project? Current codes are applicable; CBSC, CBC, CMC, CPC & CFC 2001 
and CEC 2004. 

 

 If my project was permitted under the “old” 2001 CBSC and I revise my approved plans, which code edition 
is applicable? Revisions can stay under the “old” 2001 CBC. 

 

 Can specific sections and/or parts from both the old code and the new code be used in the design and con-
struction of a building structure? No. A construction project must comply with the code that is applicable to the 
project. 

 

 My application to the Planning Division (design review, conditional use permit, etc) is completed and/or ap-
proved by the Planning Department prior to January 4, 2008. What codes are applicable to my project? The 
submittal/approval dates to/from any other City department has NO bearing on which California Building Standards 
Code (CBSC) a project must comply with. State law mandates that the edition of CBSC applies to a project solely 
determined by the date of submittal of plans and permit applications to the Building & Safety department for plan 
check and permit.  

Numbers at a GlanceNumbers at a Glance  
 

 Building and Safety Department…..……………….………………(909) 477-2710 

 Code Enforcement……...………………….…...……….………….(909) 477-2712 

 Fire Construction Services…...………………………....………….(909) 477-2713 

 Business License Division………………….…….......…………….(909) 477-2700 

 Engineering Department…………………………….…………...…(909) 477-2740 

 Planning Department……………………………………..………....(909) 477-2750 

 Rancho Cucamonga Fire District…….…………...……………….(909) 477-2770 

 Rancho Cucamonga Police……………………………………...…(909) 477-2800 

 Graffiti Hotline……………………………...……….…...…………..(909) 481-7999 

 West Valley Vector Control District…..…..……………............... (909) 635-0307 

 Cucamonga Valley Water District………...….……….…………...(909) 987-2571 

 RC Animal Care & Services…..…………….…………….(909) 466-PETS (7387) 

 Public Health Department - Environmental Health Services Division  
                           (909) 458-9673 

Building & Safety Department 
Supervisors  

 
 
 

                                                                                 
              Trang Huynh, P.E., C.B.O.          

 
NEW CODE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NEW YEAR!!  

 
Effective January 4, 2008, the City of Rancho Cucamonga began using the new International 
Building Code (IBC) and International Fire Code (IFC) codes. The new codes are quite differ-
ent than previous uniform codes, so I will attempt to highlight a few key changes. However, it 
is very important that you consult with your architect or engineer for more detailed require-
ments. In addition, the City has made some code amendments to the model codes to meet the 
special local conditions.  
 
Highlights: International Building Code (IBC): 
 

 Use & Occupancy classifications are introduced in Chapter 3, however detailed require-
ments are outlined in Chapter 4. 

 Basic allowable floor areas have larger area for different types of occupancies. 
 Chapter 10 discusses the means of Egress and introduces the concept of “Gross Floor 

Area” and “Net Floor Area” for different types of uses. 
 Occupant load is based on either the gross or net floor area depending on the use of the 

space (Table 1004.1.1). 
 New requirements for door sizes, types and sliding doors. 
 New definition for fire area, fire wall, fire barrier, and fire partitions. 

 
 
CODE AMENDMENTS—City of Rancho Cucamonga 
 

 No permit is required for flag poles, not exceeding  20’ in height , located in a residential 
lot. 

 Depending on the type of construction, roofing material must be class A or B minimum. 
 Any new construction north of Banyan street must be designed for minimum wind speeds 

of 85-mph. 
 ABS and PVC material for drain, waste, vent (DWV) can not be used in the fire resistive 

buildings. 
 A dryer vent clean-out shall be provided at the lower termination of vertical vent pipe.  
 Buildings three stories or higher must be constructed using non-combustible material 

such as cast iron for drain, waste, vent (DWV).  
 
Contact Building & Safety at (909) 477-2710, for a hand-out or more information on how the 

new codes effect projects that have already been submitted for plan check and permit.  
 

  Buzz in Building 
“Dedicated to public safety and the quality of life by fostering strong  

relationships with residents, construction industry and the business community” 
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New OnNew On--line Fee line Fee 
Payment ….Payment ….  

  February 2008 marks 
the beginning of a new  
and convenient service 

offered to our 
customers. The City of 
Rancho Cucamonga  - 
Building & Safety will 
launch, through our  
RCTops system, an 

online payment feature 
that will allow  

customers to apply for 
minor permits and pay 

applicable fees. 

Please contact Jennifer 
Quan at (909) 477-
2700 ext. 4224 for 

more details. 

 

 GGRADINGRADING::  

Code changes : effect on grading 
The Grading Division is assisting design consultants and customers by updating current 
handouts to reflect changes in the new Building Codes. Handouts are available at the front 
counter or online at www.ci.rancho-cucamonga.ca.us and click on Building and Safety De-
partment.  
 

Water Quality Management Plan Review 
The department of Building & Safety will now be responsible for reviewing Water Quality 
Management Plans. Should you have any questions regarding the preparation of your 
WQMP, contact Matthew Addington at (909) 477-2710 x4202. 

 The 20 Gallon Challenge 
The Cucamonga Valley Water District (CVWD) and the Inland Empire Utilities 
Agency (IEUA), in an effort to conserve water, are asking residents to take the 20 Gallon Chal-
lenge. The CVWD and the IEUA are asking residents to start the new year off right by each 
person saving 20 gallons per day. The challenge can be met by taking several simple steps: 

 Shorting showers 

 Turning off the water when brushing teeth or shaving 

 Replacing old toilet with more efficient toilet 

 Replacing part of lawn with low water use plants 

Take the 20 Gallon Challenge and help reduce rising water rates and mitigate the effects of 
drought! 

To learn more on how you can conserve water contact the IEUA at www.ieua.org or call 

 FFIREIRE C CONSTRUCTIONONSTRUCTION S SERVICESERVICES::  
  

New Fire Protection Regulations 
In order to protect  property and  lives, the State has mandated that the “Very High Fire Haz-
ard Severity Zone” (VHFHSZ) in the northern boundary of the City of Rancho Cucamonga 
and the foothills above the city  must be developed in accordance with the Wild land-Urban 
Interface regulations.  

In addition, the Fire Protection Plan will address the issues related to minimizing the fire risk, 
such as:  

 Specifying the public water supply, 

 The defensible area required around the home (vegetation management), 

 The fire resistive requirements of the building construction (non-combustible roofs and 
walls), 

 The fire protection of the structures (fire sprinkler systems), 

 Fire department access roadways and 

 Required mitigation measures such as rated walls and block walls. 

For more information Contact Fire Construction Services at (909)477-2710 
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 BBUILDINGUILDING  ANDAND I INSPECTIONNSPECTION S SERVICESERVICES::  

 Construction and Permit Requirements 
Nearly every construction or remodeling project will be subject Building codes. When starting a construction 
or remodeling project , it is important to be sure you have obtained the permits necessary and your project 
has had the proper inspections. Following codes and obtaining the proper permits will … 

 Ensure proper construction standards, life and safety requirements are met, so that adequate ventilation, 
natural light, and proper sanitation regulations.  

 State law require proper disclosure and evidences of permits for improvements to be shown by the seller 
to the buyer.  

 Assure your project will provide a comfortable and healthy living conditions for you and your family! 

 

Contact the Building and Safety Department at (909) 477-2710 for more information  

  CCODEODE  ENFORCEMENTENFORCEMENT::  

City expands no smoking regulations 

 On December 19, 2007 a “No Smoking” ordinance was introduced to the City Council. This ordinance expands 
current state regulations by including harmful effects of second hand smoke. Unlike the state, this new ordinance 
regulates smoking in any outdoor areas where large crowds (and children) could be present. The new ordinance 
restricts smoking in many public areas such as; public parks and playgrounds, community centers and libraries, 
and public plazas and stadiums. Additional consideration is being given to expanding non-smoking regulations to 
include; outdoor patios and restaurants, bar areas, outdoor shopping areas and waiting areas. The ordinance will 
go before the City Council on February 6, 2008 for a final reading. The public will have an opportunity to comment 
on the anti-smoking proposal this summer as new regulations are scheduled to be presented to city council in the 
fall. 

 ~New faces in Building & Safety ~  
Building and Safety extends a warm welcome to our new Building Inspection Supervisor, Jim  
Waters, and Code Enforcement Officer, Jason Cosylion. Both come with a wealth of knowledge  

        in their respective fields. Welcome to the department!   

 City Adopts New Solicitation Rules 

The City of Rancho Cucamonga has a new ordinance that requires solicitors to obtain a permit 
that is to be displayed at all times. This new ordinance prohibits aggressive solicitation which 
includes, but is not limited to, following an individual, making physical contact, blocking a path, or 
using profanity to name a few. In addition, door to door solicitation in residential areas are restricted from 
sunrise to sunset.  

To report a solicitation violation contact the Police Department Dispatch Center at (909) 941-1488. 

http://www.ieua.org/�
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