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National Endowment for the Arts Awards $10,000 to  
City of Rancho Cucamonga's Mainstreet Theatre Company  

as Part of More Than $27.6 Million Awarded Across the Nation  
  

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 9, 2015 
 
Rancho Cucamonga, California - The City of Rancho Cucamonga's MainStreet Theatre Company is delighted to 
announce that it has received a Challenge America award of $10,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA). In its first 50 years, the NEA has awarded more than $5 billion in grants to recipients in every state and 
U.S. jurisdiction, the only arts funder in the nation to do so. Today, the NEA announced awards totaling more than 
$27.6 million in its first funding round for fiscal year 2016, including this award to support the MainStreet Theatre 
Company production of Mirette, which opens in April, 2016 at the Lewis Family Playhouse.  
 
The Challenge America category supports projects that extend the reach of the arts to underserved populations whose 
opportunities to experience the arts are limited by geography, ethnicity, economics, or disability.  
 
Rancho Cucamonga Mayor, L. Denis Michael said, "We're delighted to be recognized by the NEA just as the City is 
celebrating its 10th season at the Victoria Gardens Cultural Center. We're so proud that through our MainStreet 
Theatre Company, the City is able to provide school children and families from throughout the Inland Empire the 
opportunity to experience a high quality professional theatre. MainStreet's production of Mirette will expose children 
from all economic backgrounds to live music, a wonderful story with a great message, and a chance to experience a 
world very different from their own."  
 
NEA Chairman Jane Chu said, "The arts are part of our everyday lives – no matter who you are or where you live – 
they have the power to transform individuals, spark economic vibrancy in communities, and transcend the 
boundaries across diverse sectors of society. Supporting projects like the one from the City of Rancho Cucamonga's 
MainStreet Theatre Company offers more opportunities to engage in the arts every day."  
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Based on the Caldecott Award Winning Picture Book by Emily Arnold McCully, Mirette is a story about the unusual 
friendship between a strong-willed girl and a tightrope walker who's lost his nerve. Set in 1890's Paris, the show will 
include period costumes, a live band, and real circus acts to help tell the story. Playwright Elizabeth Diggs has 
revised her original book for the musical, which will now include a cast of eight, in one Act.   
 
MainStreet's producer, Murry Hepner said, "This musical is extra special, not only because this last collaboration of 
Tom Jones and Harvey Schmidt (best known as the creators of The Fantasticks) has been revised just for our 
production, but also because children will relate to the main character, who is trying to figure out who she is and 
what she is meant to become. I was drawn to it because of its great messages about the perseverance it takes to 
become an artist, and how a teacher can learn from his student. I also loved the 1890's Circus setting, and the 
wonderful characters who each pursue their passions with varying degrees of success. Rob Mermin, a mime 
artist/clown, and Founder of the mulit-award winning Circus Smirkus will be joining our fabulous Southern 
California based creative team to help add authenticity to the Circus setting. I can't wait to share this great show with 
our audiences!"  
 
Mirette opens on April 23rd, 2016, and runs until May 8th, at the Lewis Family Playhouse at the Victoria Gardens 
Cultural Center.   
 
An intimate, 536-seat venue, the Lewis Family Playhouse is the crown jewel of the three-acre, 89,000-square-foot 
Victoria Gardens Cultural Center. The complex at 12505 Cultural Center Drive is conveniently located off the I-15 at 
Foothill Boulevard, as a major anchor of Victoria Gardens. The Box Office is open Monday through Friday from 
noon to 6:00 p.m., and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., with free parking available.   
 
For more information - For additional information or to purchase tickets, visit www.lewisfamilyplayhouse.com or 
call (909) 477-2752 or (877) 858-8422.   
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