EXPLORE THE PLAY & LEARN ISLANDS™!
What is a Play and Learn Island™?

Rancho Cucamonga Public Library Services

are proud to present the Play and Learn
Islands™: Big Build, Discovery Dig, llluminArt,
and Healthy Mind, Body & Earth! A Play and
Learn Island™ (PAL) is a grant funded project
designed to incorporate play into the library.
PALs have interactive toys, and related book
materials to support the particular theme of each
PAL. The PALs are interactive discovery spaces
designed for children and their families to
explore and enjoy.

“Play is essential to development because it contrib-

utes to the cognitive, physical, social and emotional
well-being of children and youth. Play also offers an
ideal opportunity for parents to engage fully with
their children” (Ginsberg,2007.)

(UCAMONGA
LIBRARY SERVICES

FOR MORE INFORMATION (909) 477-2720 x5024

www.rcpl.lib.ca.us

The Play and Learn Islands™ were made available by a grant from the US Institute of Museum and
Library Services under the provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) ,
administered in California by the State Librarian.

hy play in the library?

For children, play is a way of gaining knowledge (1. Libraries are
committed to serving all members of our library community - from
babies to adults. Play incorporates many of the basic skills that are
essential building blocks for a child’s overall development (2.
Rancho Cucamonga Library Services developed the PALs to
increase our services to children and their families. Children learn
best when they are doing hands on, constructive activities (3). Play
is a valuable way of learning for our youngest library members.
Children are having fun but dlso learning at the same time with
the PAL. With play, children gain a better understanding of
themselves and the world around them (1. Through play, children
are learning in a fun and inviting environment. Play helps
strengthen relationships with parents and peers by offering an

opportunity to interact together in a shared activity (2.

The Big Build's interactive toys
and materials will enhance a

child’s ability to:

+Collect, sort and catalog

*Design, test and re-design

+Share and collaborate

*Invent
The Big Build is both fun and educational and brings families
closer together. Parents can work on projects with their children
and have a great time collaborating and sharing ideas. Children
of all ages will be able to build everything from a small stack of

blocks to constructing 3-dimensional designs.
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