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Rancho Cucamonga, California – On Tuesday, September 2, the City Council will consider a plan to refill Rancho 

Cucamonga’s Red Hill Lake, replacing the lake’s nearly 30 year old pumps and operating systems to reduce 

operating expenses over the long term.  “Residents have been clear that they want the lake back, and they want it 

back sooner rather than later,” said Rancho Cucamonga Mayor Dennis Michael. “This plan keeps the lake looking 

just like it did, but makes it more energy and water efficient.” 
 

The size, shape, and depth of the lake will remain unchanged, but the systems that operate the lake will be 

completely replaced. These new operational systems will have a number of key features: 
 

• A new design will turn the lake into an irrigation reservoir.  The recycled water in the lake will be pumped out 

into Red Hill Park, where it will be used as irrigation for a section of the park.  “Before, the water just stayed in 

the lake. By moving the water constantly through the lake, the water turnover will keep it clean without the 

chemicals and colorants we were using before,” said Public Works Services Director Bill Wittkopf.  

• New circulation and aeration systems will replace the old 1980’s equipment, running at higher efficiency and 

consuming less electricity.  The replacement equipment will qualify for rebates from Southern California Edison, 

which will help offset some costs. 

• This new system also means the lake can be easily drained for periodic maintenance by pumping water out into 

the park without refilling the lake. This will also reduce the cost of that periodic “deep cleaning” of the lake.  

• Solar power will be installed to help supply power at a lower cost.  

- More - 

 



 

• The new design will reduce operational costs by an estimated 17% annually. “With that savings, the estimated 

$250,000 cost of construction will be paid back in 12 to 15 years,” said City Engineer Mark Steuer. 

• The new and improved lake will continue to be a stopping point for wild ducks and other migratory birds, but 

like the original design, will not be designed to support wildlife.  

 
Red Hill Lake was drained in May 2014, and since that time City staff has worked with water feature engineers to 

review the best options for replacing this popular community amenity. The City has encouraged the community to 

share their ideas via the www.RCCommunityIdeas.com online forum.  If the preliminary plans are approved, City 

staff expects that the project will be completed and the lake refilled in the spring of 2015. 

 

The Red Hill Lake project is part of the City’s efforts to reduce long-term operational expenses in Park District (PD 

85), the assessment district that funds the maintenance of Red Hill and Heritage Parks. Rates in PD 85 have not been 

increased since 1985 and stand at $31 per year, per home; other District rates remain at 1993 levels. The City has 

been working on a new assessment district structure to simplify and streamline its parks and lighting districts. With 

resident support and approval, a system of 8 new West Side districts would replace the existing park and street 

lighting districts, with each replacement district supporting the neighborhood parks and street lights that their homes 

and businesses directly benefit from. The discussion continues; this is a community decision, and any change to the 

existing assessment districts and rates would require property owner approval.  

  

For More Information – For additional information regarding the lake project, contact Mark Steuer (909) 477-

2700.  For additional information regarding the West Side districts, contact Lori Sassoon at (909) 477-2700.  

Residents are encouraged to join the conversation and visit www.RCCommunityIdeas.com. Residents can also 

email LMD@CityofRC.us for more information and text “Districts” to 22828 to sign up for Your Neighborhood 

Districts e-newsletter updates.  
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