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Cucamonga Canyon Closed Due to Extreme Fire Danger 

San Bernardino, Calif., August 22, 2013 – Midnight tonight the San Bernardino National Forest is 
closing Cucamonga Canyon to all public use.   

Forest officials have evaluated the conditions in the area and made the determination that a full closure of 
the canyon due to severe drought, extremely dry conditions and limited evacuation and escape routes out 
of the canyon in the event of a wildland fire.  The 1650 acre closure will remain in effect until significant 
rainfall reduces the threat of wildland fire. 

Cucamonga Canyon is in its second year of severe drought with only 25% of normal precipitation in this 
current rain year.  Combined with extended period of high temperatures has resulted in live fuel moistures 
below the critical level.  This creates a condition where the fuels become very receptive to fire. 

“When you factor in that this year Southern California wildfires have demonstrated extreme fire behavior, 
rapidly burning several thousand acres in areas of similar fuel types and conditions, our best course of 
action is to close the area,” Stated District Ranger Gabe Garcia.  .  

"The Rancho Cucamonga Fire District' supports the temporary closure of Cucamonga Canyon.  We're 
facing potentially extreme fire conditions and when you consider the limited access in and out of the 
canyon, it's a high risk area for both visitors and emergency responders," stated Mike Bell, Fire Chief for 
Rancho Cucamonga Fire Protection District.  

Rancho Cucamonga City Manager John Gillison noted, “In the interest of public safety, we feel that 
the limited duration closure of Cucamonga Canyon is the most prudent action to take at this time as we 
are in the midst of an especially hazardous fire season.” 

US Forest Service officers and the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department will aggressively enforce 
the closure area and the penalty can be punishable by a fine up to $5000 for an individual or $10,000 for 
an organization or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both.  

About the U.S. Forest Service, San Bernardino National Forest 

The San Bernardino National Forest is comprised of three Ranger Districts spanning 679,380 acres in San 
Bernardino and Riverside counties. From the desert floor to the pristine mountain peaks, the San 
Bernardino National Forest offers natural environments, spectacular scenery, developed campgrounds and 
picnic areas, numerous recreational opportunities, and the solitude of quiet wilderness and open space for 
the over 24 million residents of Southern California and those visiting the area. The forest environment 



also provides habitat for numerous plants and animals and is crucial in sustaining drinking water, air, and 
soil quality. Learn more at http://www.fs.usda.gov/sbnf 
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