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"Fire Sprinklers Contain Fire at Medical Office Building" 
 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA – At approximately 6:20 a.m. on Thursday, April 18, 2013, Rancho 

Cucamonga firefighters responded to a commercial fire alarm activation in the 9400 block of 

Haven Ave. in Rancho Cucamonga. 

The first engine company arrived at the single story office building to find water and light 

smoke pouring from a side door.  These indications of a working fire prompted firefighters to 

request additional engines for assistance.  Upon entering the business, firefighters encountered 

heavy smoke and used a thermal imaging camera to locate the fire in a utility closet.  A fire 

sprinkler inside the closet had successfully activated and kept the fire contained until firefighters 

arrived.  Firefighters quickly extinguished it and checked for further extension of the fire 

throughout the business.  

The business sustained heavy water damage with flooding throughout the building, and 

firefighters used water vacuums to extract the majority of the water.  The building was unoccupied 

at the time of the fire and no injuries were reported.  Fire investigators determined that linseed oil 

rags used to clean furniture had been left on a shelf in the closet and were the cause of the fire.     

Fire sprinklers are designed to contain a fire so that occupants have ample time to safely 

escape.  In this instance, the fire sprinkler system kept the fire in check until fire crews arrived, 

saving the business hundreds of thousands of dollars in further property damage from fire.   
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